Colossians 2:8 - 9 Beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the
world, and not after Christ. Forin him (Jesus
Christ) dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead




Welcome
to 3 simple, deductive
study quide designed to
help truth-seeking students
discover Biblical definitions
for the “one Lord, one faith
and one baptism * referred to
In Ephesians 4:5.

As you answer 3 few guestions,
gccording to the Scriptures, we pray
3 clear understanding of God and
salvation will come into view.
Once God has given you 3 better
understanding of who He is,
you will better understand issues
like prayer, baptism, and receiving
the Holy Spirit. God bless you
in your pursuit of Truth!




I. To begin with, it is important to note that oneunderstands
the Godhead by a personal illumination of scripturatruth.

Jesus spoke of the Father/Son relationship noha@spirit beget-
ting another spirit, but as the Spirit begettiresH. The “Oneness
of God” is a concept that God wants to reveal to, ymersonally,

through a careful study of His Word.

Luke 10:22
All things are delivered to me of my Father: andman knoweth who
the Son is, but the Father; and who the Fathdwuisthe Son, and he to
whom the Son will reveal him.

Philip, Jesus’ disciple, had to experience a pets@velation:

John 14:6-11
Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, @uedlife: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me. If ye had knowen ye should
have known my Father also: and from henceforth y@akhim, and
have seen him. Philip saith unto him, Lord, shewhe Father, and it
sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have | beelorsg time with you,
and yet hast thou not known me, Phillp@ that hath seen me hath
seen the Father and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?
Believest thou not that | am in the Father, andRhther in me? the
words that | speak unto you | speak not of mydmif:theFather that
dwelleth in me he doeth the works. Believe me that | am in the
Father, and the Father in me: or else believe méehi very works'
sake.

Jesus said, “He that hath seen me hath seen "
and that “the Father dwelleth in

The man, Christ Jesus, is referred to in scripture as the “Son of
God”, not because He is another person in the Godhead but
because the body God inhabited (His flesh) had to be distin-
quished from the all-present God that lived in that body.

It would be good to stop right now and pray for a clear
understanding of the One True Living God!

-2-



[I. The Bible student would do well to keep in mindthat the
Apostles and other Bible authors had an Old Testanm
perspective of God.

One of the scriptures most quoted by Jews’ is &enbmy 6:4:
Hear, O Israel: The LORD o@od is oneLORD:

“God is
Jesus placed great importance on this doctrine:

Mark 12:28-30

And one of the scribes came, and having heard theamoning
together, and perceiving that he had answered thelilnasked him,
Which is the first commandment of all? And Jesuswated him,
The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Isréke Lord our
God is one Lord And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with alyth
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mjrahd with all thy
strength: this is the first commandment.

The following passages in Isaiah make it clear thatl sees
himself as one, and the only creator:

Isaiah 45:5-7
| am the LORD, and there is none el$ere is no God beside me
| girded thee, though thou hast not known me: They may know
from the rising of the sun, and from the west, tti@re is none
beside mel am the LORD, and there is none else | form the
light, and create darkness: | make peace, andece®dt | the LORD
do all these things.

Isaiah 45:21-22
Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them takensel together:
who hath declared this from ancient time? who halth it from that
time? have not | the LORD? atitere is no God else beside ma
just God and a Saviour; there is none beside no@k unto me, and
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth:Ifam God, and there is
none else
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Isaiah 44:6
Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and hiseeder the LORD
of hosts;l am the first, and | am the last and beside me there is no
God.

God is everywhere

Psalms 139:7
Whither shall 1 go from thy spirit? or whither shalflee from thy
presence?

An all-present God cannot be divided because each “division”
would be limited to “its” space. He can, howevée understood
by man, or revealed to man, through different nestdtions (e.g.
Father, Son & Holy Spirit.)

Jesus described Himself as God, not just part af. Go

Revelation 1:8
| am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the endaith the Lord,
which is, and which was, and which is to come, Ahmighty.

In summary: As seen in Isaiah, God declared himself to ts,fi
last, creator and Savior; Jesus declared hinsélé these same
things. Jesus could declare Himself to be “TAknighty”
because He was God manifest (revealed) in flesmg@huorm).

[1l. God came in flesh as a man.

1 Timothy 3:16
And without controversy great is the mystery ofligeess:God was
manifest in the flesh justified in the
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto
Gentiles, believed on in the worl
received up into glory.




Colossians 1:12-17

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made w®tnto be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in ligiktho hath delivered
us from the power of darkness, and hath translaiedinto the
kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemptioough his
blood, even the forgiveness of sindiVho is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him weik
things created, that are in heaven, and that aemaith, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominionspncipalities, or
powers: all things were created by him, and for:hiwmd he is before
all things, and by him all things consist.

Jesus was “the of the mwis€od.”

He was God made understandable to mankind.

Isaiah 9:6

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is giaenl the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shallatledcc Wonderful,

CounsellerThe mighty God, The everlasting Father,The Prince of
Peace.

WARNING:
Please notice that the Bible warns us not to al-
QAW ok traditions of men (philosophies and
creeds) to change our view of
who Jesus is:

Colossians 2:8-9

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophg @ain deceit,
after the tradition of men, after the rudimentstloé world, and not
after Christ. For in him (Jesus) dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godheadbodily.

All the fulness of the Godhead dwells in

2 Corinthians 5:18-19
And all things are of God, who hath reconciled aimself by Jesus
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of redliion; To wit, that
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto hims#, not

imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath cttednunto us the
word of reconciliation.
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God was in a human body *“
the world unto Himself.” The manifestation of God flash is

referred to as the “Son of God” and the “Son of KMaiot because
another spirit entity was created but because t'rGan, Christ
Jesus, was begotten of the Father in order to ™ithe cross and
redeem man.

IV. The “Oneness of God” compared to the “Trinity.”

David Bernard, author, scholar, and president afhdin Graduate School of
Theology, defines the doctrine of “Oneness” anglars that the doctrine of
the “Trinity” did not exist in the first centuryharch but was developed at a
later time.

“God is absolutely and indivisibly one with no dlisttion of persons
(Duet 6:4; Gal 3:20). Jesus Christ is all therfedls of the Godhead
incarnate (John 20:28; Colossians 2:9). All the esand titles of the
Deity, such as God, Jehovah, Lord, Father, Word,Haoly Spirit refer
to one and the same being. These various namesitesdsimply
denote manifestations, roles, relationships to hitya modes of
activity, or aspects of God’s self-revelation.”

Oneness and Trinity AD 100-30By David K. Bernard, page 10

“As a matter of history, orthodox trinitarianisnddiot come to us from the
Bible or the early postapostolic church...

Scholars are unanimous in this assessmenhagnsby the following
statements of Protestant church historian Jardéikan, The New Catho-
lic Encyclopedia, and theEncyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, respec-
tively: ‘You are not entitled to the beliefs youestsh about such things as
the Holy Trinity without a sense of what you owetliose who worked this
out for you. To circumvent Saint Athanasius on dssumption that if you
put me alone in a room with the New Testament, |l @@me up with the
doctrine of the Trinity, is naive. . . . The dogmfthe Trinity . . . Was
hammered out during the third quarter of the fowehtury. . . . [The key
word homoousios was] coined by Gnostic heretics, dictated by anapnb
tized emperor, jeopardized by naive defenders,ewentually vindicated
by its orthodox opponents.

When one does speak of an unqualified Trinitarrapisne has moved
from the period of Christian origins to, say, thstlquadrant of the fourth
century. It was only then that what might be callleel definitive Trinitar-
ian dogma “one God in three Persons” became thblguggsimilated into
Christian life and thought. . . . The formulatiooné God in three Persons”
was not solidly established, certainly not fullysiagsilated into Christian
life and its profession of faith, prior to the esfcthe fourth century.™

The Trinitarian Controversy in the Fourth Centrgvid K. Bernard Page 57-58
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V. How then should we be baptized?

One of the most important ramifications of an
understanding that God is One, is that the deity te
name of Jesus become even more important. It also
explains why the disciples baptized in Jesus’ naaee re-

sult of Jesus commanding them to baptize in thedé\af

the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost (MattheviL28:
The following passages of scripture will reveal wiia
disciples considered that name to be, as well & th
importance they placed on baptism in Jesus’ name.

How did the Apostles baptize?
Read the following historical accounts and judge for yourself.

Acts 2:21
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever
shall call on themame of the Lord shall be
saved.

Acts 2:38
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and
be baptized every one of yon the name
of Jesus Christfor the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.

Acts 4:12
Neither is there salvation in any other: tbere is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved

Acts 8:13-17
Then Simon himself believed also: and when he vegsied,
he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholdire t
miracles and signs which were done. Now when flesties
which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria hadsegcthe
word of God, they sent unto them Peter and Johho,When
they were come down, prayed for them, that theyhmig
receive the Holy Ghost: (For as yet he was fallpan none
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of them: only they were baptized the name of the Lord
Jesus) Then laid they their hands on them, and thegixed the
Holy Ghost.

Acts 10:43-48
To him give all the prophets witness, that throdgh name
whosoever believeth in him shall receive remissifnsins.
While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghelston all
them which heard the word. And they of the circision which
believed were astonished, as many as came withr, Beteause
that on the Gentiles also was poured out the difthe Holy
Ghost For they heard them speak with tongues, magnify
God. Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid whtsrthese
should not be baptized, which have received they KBitost as
well as we? Ande commanded them to be baptized in the
name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

Acts 19:5-6
When they heard this, they were baptizedthe name of the
Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon,them
Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tosigaed
prophesied.

In the first century church, when people were baptized they
were baptized in name.

Romans 6:1-6

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in $iat grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are deagrtplive any
longer therein? Know ye not, that seany of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his eath?
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism intattie that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the gibthe Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of lifer iFave have
been planted together in the likeness of his deethshall be also
in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing thisat our old
man is crucified with him, that the body of sin mighe
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

If baptism is “into Jesus Christ” and if we bearsHiame,
doesn't it make sense to baptize in Jesus’ name/2 kau
been baptized in Jesus’ name? Do you, as a ohi(@od,
bear the family name? Taking on the name of Jesumi
honor and protection that scripture extends tavab will be-
lieve, and obey the command to be baptized.
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VI. What does it mean to “receive the baptism of th
Holy Spirit?”

The birth of the church took place on the Day oftBenst
as recorded in Acts chapter two. Just before ascgnd
into Heaven Jesus counseled his followers to warit f
power from on high so they could be witnesses ttito.
The Day of Pentecost was distinguished by an unprece
dented outpouring of the Holy Ghost (Holy Spirit) aver
3000 people. Observers were aware that somethjmers
natural had taken place because they heard peppék-s
ing in languages those people had not learnede iffhl-
ing of the Holy Spirit is the power every believereds in
order to have abundant life.

Many people speak of asking Jesus to come into your
heart. According to a oneness view of God, Christ can
be in you. The Spirit of God joins to your spirit that
you may be one with Him. The result of Christ living in
you will be reflected in a changed life, but the initial
evidence of this experience will be that you will speak in
tongques as the spirit gives utterance. (See Acts 2,10 &
19) The “baptism of the Holy Ghost” is the act of Jesus
coming to dwell in those who will believe and receive.

John 14:14-20
If ye shall ask any thing in my name, | will do ilf ye love
me, keep my commandments. And | will pray the Egth
and he shall give you anoth€omforter, that he may abide
with you for ever; Even th8pirit of truth; whom the world
cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neithewkth
him: but ye know him; fohe dwelleth with you, and shall
be in you | will not leave you comfortless: | will come to
you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth memore; but
ye see me: because | live, ye shall live also.that day ye
shall know that | am in my Father, and ye in mej &in
you.



Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as the comforter and then
said that spirit was with them and would dwell ___ them.
Jesus understood that the Holy Ghost was not ardiif part of
God, but a different manifestation of the same Guat was
manifest in the man Christ Jesus.

The One God who created the world, robed Himselflesh,
died for man, and promised to dwell in mankind vgatat fill

your spirit with His Spirit. Many people receivgetHoly Spirit
while praying at home or some other private plabtany oth-
ers find it easier to receive this gift with thelhef other be-
lievers in a church service. May God fill you whtiis Spirit as
you seek Him diligently!

God walked the earth to save you:

"To the only wisé God our Saviour,
be glory and majesty, dominion
and power, both now and ever.

Amen." Jude 25

Before putting this study aside, ask yourself a feygrobing questions:

1. Do you believe in One God? Yes No

2. Do you believe Jesus is God? Yes No

3. Do you believe Jesus’ death on the Yes No
cross purchased your salvation?

4. Have you repented of your sins? Yes No

5. Have you been baptized in Jesus’ Name Yes No
for the remission of sins?

6. Have you been filled with His Spirit, evidenced Yes No

by speaking in tongues as the Spirit gave theartte?
7. Are you a part of a church who believes in onel G Yes No
and baptizes in Jesus hame?
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SC\Q“‘ Ways '\‘_‘ﬁ\'ﬁ, [j\(:\'(: %i{()‘]
Ahange - - -
Cear Charg e L’ﬂ((t!

1. Although it will remain a mystery that God wodti/e us so much and
that He would live in flesh as fully God and fultyan, understanding Him
as one entity need not be a mystery.

2. Realizing your prayers are to the one God ofuthieerse will allow you
to pray to one entity - Jesus Christ - in a coratizaal manner.

3. When you pray in Jesus’ name, you will bettederstand that all the
power of the Godhead is brought to bear on thosgeps.

4. When you realize that His love was such thatdieed himself in flesh,
dwelt among us, and died for our sins, you willnbere likely to give your
all in response to His great grace.

5. As you are baptized in Jesus’ name you will iferwith Him and
recognize that His name will give authority oveuyspiritual enemies.

6. When you receive the gift of the Holy Ghost esnfised in Acts 2:38-39,
you will be aware that the same God who made atigthhas joined His
Spirit to your spirit; When you ask Jesus into rybeart, you are asking
God to live in you.

7. Knowing God as one person rather than a mysterimixture of
personalities will allow you to talk to Him and lmdeom Him in an intimate
relationship that will make your life more abundant

For prayer or more information , please contact:
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